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I. STATUTORY  DIRECTIVE

The Indiana General Assembly enacted legislation (IC 12-11-7-5 and IC 12-11-7-6) directing the
Commission to do the following:

(1) Study the service delivery system for individuals with autism and the families
of individuals with autism, including the following:

(A) An analysis of the number of Indiana citizens believed to have autism.
(B) Funding amounts and sources.
(C) Types of expenditures and services provided.
(D) The number of clients served.
(E) Relationships among agencies and organizations.
(F) Residential options for individuals with autism.

(2) Study the need for and effectiveness of programs for individuals with autism.
(3) Oversee and update the development of a comprehensive plan for services for
individuals of all ages with autism.

The Legislative Council did not assign any specific topics to the Commission for the 2009
interim.

II. SUMMARY OF WORK PROGRAM

The Commission met 3 times during the interim on September 8, September 21, and October 13,
2009.

The Commission received information at the three meetings concerning the following:

(1) An update from the Indiana Family and Social Services Administration,
Division of Disability and Rehabilitative Services (DDRS), on: 

(A) the status of the service delivery system; 
(B) waiting lists; and 
(C) funding and costs for services.

(2) An update from the Indiana Resource Center for Autism that included the
accomplishments that the state of Indiana has made regarding autism and autism
training programs, challenges the state will encounter, the need for and
effectiveness of programs for individuals with autism, and future projects of the
Center.
(3) An update from the Autism Society of Indiana concerning the Indiana
comprehensive plan on autism, including the relationships among agencies and
organizations.
(4) An explanation of the Indiana health insurance mandate for autism spectrum
disorders from Representative Tyler and the Indiana Department of Insurance.
(5) An update from the Christian Sarkine Center for Autism concerning their work
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with medical students, residents, community physicians, individuals with autism
and their families.
(6) An update from the Indiana State Police concerning the Indiana State Police
health insurance plan.

II. COMMISSION  RECOMMENDATIONS

The Commission made the following recommendations:

(1) The Commission recommends that the Autism Society of Indiana update the
Indiana Comprehensive State Plan To Guide Services For Individuals With
Autism Spectrum Disorders to include a plan to address the autistic adult
population in Indiana.

(2) The Commission recommends that the Autism Society of Indiana present a
status report to the Commission in the 2010 interim that encompasses the plan to
address the autistic adult population in Indiana.

(3) The Commission recommends that a resolution based on preliminary draft
(PD) 3086 and addressing the following matters be considered for introduction
during the 2010 session of the General Assembly:

(A) Training in autism spectrum disorders for:
(i) all certificated and noncertificated employees of school
corporations; and
(ii) all individuals who are employed by entities that contract with
school corporations and have direct contact with students within
the scope of their employment.

(B) Requiring state educational institutions that offer courses in social
sciences to include information concerning autism spectrum disorders in
their curriculum. 

Additional details concerning the Commission's proceedings are available in the Commission's
minutes, which can be accessed from the General Assembly website at: 
http://www.in.gov/legislative/

http://www.in.gov/legislative/
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